. 18 with activity. Incidentally, it's the third largest
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Stunning sea views, historic sights and
fabulous fresh fish made a trip to Faimouth
memorable for Andy Richards

emember number 103. It's a room number.
At the Greenbank Hotel, in Falmouth.
Whenever you are in that part of the
= country treat yourself. Book at least a night
in that room.

The reason? Its huge bay window has the most
glorious view across Falmouth harbour. A view to
take your breath away. It certainly did mine.

Our visit coincided with the Olympic Games and
I was hooked into following Team GB at every op-
portunity. But that night, despite the room Oﬁ:ﬂng
a huge plasma screen, my Olympic heroes
second place.

Pouring myself into a sumptuous window arm-
chair I was captivated by the comings and goings
on the water below.

We are not talking Vieux Port, Cannes here.
Thank God. If you go looking for super yachts and
the super rich, I fear you'll be disappointed.

But if fishing trawlers and ferries float your boat,
you'll be captivated.

For Falmouth Harbour, which provides a gateway
to a fascinating network of rivers and creeks, bus-

natural harbour in the world. For the first time
since I don't know when, I really yearned for my
watercolour pallet. I felt euphoric.

As night fell the waterfront and
danced on boats gently bobbing at their moorings.
Early the following morning, mist hung low as the
sun - a welcome sight! - rose around the Roseland
peninsula. Captivating. :

Such a contrast from a few days earlier when we'd
crossed Bodmin Moor when driving rain was ham-
mering against the car windscreen.

As we dipped further into Cornwall, so did our

spirits.

We were five hours into a journey which we hoped
would lead to a sunshine mini-break in Falmouth.

The downpour reminded me that nowadays, given
the vagaries of our climate, you need to really plan
a UK coastal holiday with care.

Your resort and accommodation needs to cope
well with bad weather. So that if the beach is a
washout, it has plenty of indoor, alternative ways to
entertain and amuse you and ensure you are able
to de-stress and relax.

It's a good job that Falmouth can handle the rain.

Birmingham Mail

Greenbank Hotel overlookmg Falmouth Harbour, is the perfect place towatch the world g0 by

For while we were there we saw plenty of it. A res-
taurant manager confessed to me that the town,
along with the rest of the UK, had only had a couple
of decent weeks' weather this dismal summer.
Fortunately, there are loads of options for
to do and both the Greenbank Hotel, and the other
we stayed in, St Michael's Hotel and Spa, which
overlooks the Blue Flag Gyllyngvase Beach at the
opposite end of town, were excellent in different
ways.
Falmouth is Cornwall's leading south coast desti-
nation and home to the country’s maritime herit-

age.

chandlers and fishmongers. As well as Falmouth
Arts Centre, the National Maritime Museum, Corn-
wall, Falmouth Arts Gallery and Princess Pavilion
all provide a comprehensive programme of exhibi-
tions, concert and theatrical events throughout the

year.
Pendennis Castle is a showpiece of British history
and one of Falmouth's gems. Built in the mid-16th
century, Pendennis overlooks the mile-wide mouth
of the River Fal.
The five main beaches next to Pendennis Castle
and moving along the coast towards the Helford
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Cruise

From Bristol on board MV Discovery
Departs 12 April 2013

2 (@ www.holidays-midlands.com () 0121 647 4211 cosesem

Fantastic Value Holidays!

8 days from

£829 00 |

M
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Rivers Cruise

On board MS Olympia
Departs 17 Aug & 5 Oct 2013

This wonderful week-long cruise from Bristol,
around the western fringes of our ‘sceptred isle’,
sees MV Discovery call at five wonderful ports,
including the vibrant Irish capital and lively Cork,
exquisite Mull and the timeless Isle of Man.
Price includes

Six nights’ accommodation on board MV Discovery,

based on two people sharing a twin cabin
First-class on-board entertainment

Five wonderful ports of call; Dublin, Tobermory (Isle
of Mull), Fort William (Scotland), Douglas (Isle of
Man), Cobh for Cork (Ireland)

*Discount applies to bookings made by 31 October 2012. All fares exclude

gratuities, Offer may be withdrawn at any time.

Explore the mighty Rhine, meandering Moselle,
and rivers Neckar and Main on this wonderful
value cruise.
Price includes
Return coach travel and Channel crossings
Seven nights' full board in a standard cabin on board
MS Olympia (up-grade cabins available)
Embark in Frankfurt
Calls at Mainz, Mannheim, Riidesheim, Boppard and
Cochem
English commentary
On-board entertainment
Tour Manager services

“£70pp discount applies if booked by 30 Sep 2012. Offer subject to
availability & may be withdrawn at any time.

Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X
Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Calls cost 4p per minute.

SABTA

River are Castle, Tenned. Gyllyngvase, Swan-

podamlwm.uch an idyllic
Jocation in which to take a stroll or have a

Spuknudbud.lmdﬁnnm\dlopm‘k
awary as much fresh fish as | could while | was
there. In three days | got through mussels,
grey mullet, mackerel, cod, sea bass and
crab, All

St Michael's Hotel and Spa had all the an-
mkmmmulm
porates a heated indoor swimming pool,
mmmmuﬂdw
fitness sufle and offers excellent spa treat-
ments.

So when the radn came | hit the sauna and

friendly and. al-
though we didnt take dinner at &s Flying
Fish Restaurant, the breakfasts offered plen-

The town ttself has plenty of choces as far
a8 eating goes 8o take your time and select
with care

But you won be disappointed st Rick
Stein's Fish & Chips, on Discovery Quay.

There's usually a quene - a good sign - and
you can’t book, but it's worth the wait and
paying a littke more than you probably do in
Burmingham.

The Harbour View also serves impresstve
fish and steak dishes, whille a short distance
away, the Courtyard Dell - set back from the
road and not much to look at - serves up the
Itkces of Homity Pie, #'s own mouth-watering
take on the British classic cheese and potato

ple.

And 80 to the stylish Greenbank. More
traditional than St Michacls, but stafl were
ultra friendly and the food, served in a lounge
with a similar enchanting view to our room,
was wonderful.

ty of choice, with the dining lunge again of- Be prepared for a late night. though, should

fering another marvellous view across itssub  you book room 108, or any of its other rooms

tropical gardens and over the bay. And it'sall  which share such a panccama.

predty new following a £4 million refurbish- You: won't be abile to tear yourself way from

ment by owners Nigel & Julle Carpenter. that view.
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October
specials at
Bideford Bay
Holiday Park

2 BED CHAI.ET
Available on

All this 1
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Firance sptany readabie vobject 30 Tarms & Condtions

Call Rick on
01237 431271 or 07070781808

Fishormans
in the centre of beautitul

£120 for 2 nights for 2 people
£35 mumm.
per

3 - 4 star rated

Rogret fully booked for Christmas /
New yoar
Tel Alec 07970 737067

IVES only
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COACH HOLIDAY

2 days trum

I£12995, 30% dwpost. &

Downton Abbey
A four star break!

Departs 21 July 2013
Follow in the footsteps of the cast on this visit 10 beautinud

dm%‘mmnnmﬁm
Price includes: Fatum

10 Owdord and Henloy on Thames, entrance 10 HMghclens Castie ard
Egyptan sxniaon and the servioes of & Tour Marage:
(@ www.holidays-midlands.com =
@) 0121 647 4211 cuotng coce sew
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