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A topsail schooner unloads 
its cargo. Circa 1910. 
David Barnicoat Collection
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Cannibalism
A cannibalism scandal hit Falmouth in 1884. The 
yacht Mignoette on passage from the UK to Australia 
sank off the coast of Africa. Four crew abandoned 
ship to a small dinghy. After starving for 19 days, a 
decision was made to kill the youngest man.  

Upon rescue and being landed at Falmouth, the men 
were tried at the Old Court House, High Street. Two 
men were sentenced to death, which was later 
reduced to six months imprisonment, and the fourth 
sailor was acquitted.

These quays were the commercial heart of Falmouth for nearly 200 
years. If walls could talk you would hear tales of romance, slavery, 
spies, privateers, smugglers, pirates, cannibals and bustling 
international trade. 
Sir Peter Killigrew had North Quay and 
Custom House Quay built in about 1670. It 
is believed Killigrew employed the Dutch 
engineer Cornelius Vermuyden to oversee 
the building of the quays and to construct a 
watercourse to serve a new manorial barn at 
the upper end of Quay Hill. The vertical quay 
walling is a major heritage asset.

In years gone by schooners unloaded 
cargoes of coal and stone here. The fishing 
fleets from Porthleven, St Ives and Penzance 
berthed alongside in the winter to unload 
their huge catches of pilchards much of 
which was exported to Italy.

Welcome to Custom House Quay and North Quay

On your left is the Harbour Master’s Office 
and headquarters of the Falmouth Harbour 
Commissioners established in 1870. The 
Commissioners' Harbour Police patrolled 
the harbour with great vigour in those days. 
An extract from the harbour master's journal 
for December 1878 reads: "P.C. Laverty 
charged a man called Palmer with stealing a 
11lb bag of grain from the cargo of the 
French ship Cygne. Palmer assaulted the P.C. 
and was subsequently arrested. Magistrates 
fined Palmer £2 and gave him one month's 
hard labour in prison."

Contraband seized from 

seamen and smugglers was 

brought ashore and burnt in 

the King’s Pipe (to your left)

Did you 

know?

TORCH RELAY
Local lad Sir Ben Ainslie and the 
Olympic Torch arrived on the 
quay in 2012 during the relay 
around Britain. 

Continue the story of Falmouth’s waterfront at Fish Strand Quay [10 mins]

Discovery Quay [10 mins]

“Falmouth is well built, has abundance of shipping 
belonging to it, is full of rich merchants, and has 
a flourishing and increasing trade” 
[Daniel Defoe, AUTHOR 1660–1731]


