
 
 
 
Press release – October 2013 
 
THE BID LAUNCHES FREE CAR PARKING FOR XMAS SHOPPERS IN FALMOUTH 2013 
 
In a follow-up to the free February car parking campaign, the Falmouth BID is launching a 
FREE Christmas shopping car parking scheme in what will be a first at this time of year for 
the town. ALL Cornwall Council run car parks plus the privately run Maritime Museum and 
Custom House Quay car parks in Falmouth will be FREE on the four late-night shopping 
evenings, enabling shoppers to enjoy even more all the town has to offer – its high quality 
independent shops and national retail businesses, food and drink outlets and visitor 
attractions. 
 
The free car parking will come into effect from 5pm on each of the late night shopping 
evenings in Falmouth, including the Christmas Lights switch-on evening of Thursday 28th Nov 
and then on the following Thursdays up until Christmas - 5th, 12th and the 19th Dec. As a 
result those that are FREE on the highlighted dates and times will be: 
 

 The Moor, Quarry, The Dell (Falmouth Town), Church Street, Maritime Museum car 
park, Custom House Quay, Grove Place, Well Lane and Gyllyngvase Beach 

 
The scheme responds directly to feedback from businesses and local people who identify 
the cost of car parking as a key component in the shoppers’ decision making process. The 
Falmouth BID has responded to this by spearheading an innovative scheme that will make it 
even more attractive for people from across Cornwall to ‘re-discover’ Falmouth.   
 
With road closures planned for the Christmas late shopping evenings along with street 
entertainment and music which is being funded by the Falmouth BID in partnership with 
Falmouth Town Council, Falmouth will be a must-visit town during December and especially 
on Thursdays! 
 
Richard Wilcox, the Falmouth BID Manager said: 
“We have to be as competitive as we possibly can be in order to make our town centre as 
attractive a proposition as possible for would be shoppers, whether they are coming from 
Camborne or Cardiff. I’m very pleased to announce therefore the BID will be funding FREE 
car parking on our late night shopping to support our businesses in the run up to Christmas. 
Furthermore, we will be working in partnership with the Falmouth Town Manager to offer a 
fantastic range of activities throughout December and specifically for the late night 
evenings, we will also be managing a traffic-free environment to encourage more street 
activity and atmosphere. In such challenging economic times, the more the BID works with 
the businesses in the town to make Falmouth even more appealing for a day or evening visit 
or longer, the better. ” 
 
Richard Gates, Falmouth Town Manager added: 

 



“With a vibrant events calendar that continues to grow year on year, we are always looking 
to develop various activities such as our Christmas offering. This year we will be closing the 
main streets to traffic in order to bring much more atmosphere to the late night shopping 
evenings, accompanied by live music and street entertainment. So what better way to help 
and encourage people to sample our great town than providing free parking, courtesy of the 
BID! And because Falmouth Town Council will match-fund the BID contribution towards 
Christmas activity meaning more events to look forward to, this is another example of great 
partnership working between the two town organisations.”  
 
KEY POINTS 
  

 ALL shoppers who visit Falmouth on ANY of the Thursday Christmas late night 
shopping evenings the 28th Nov, 5th, 12th and the 19th Dec and choose to park at any 
Cornwall Council, Custom House Quay or Maritime Museum car parks can do so for 
FREE. This is valid any time after 5pm and until 00.30am on the designated dates 

 You will not need to press any buttons on the ticket machine NOR will you need to 
display any tickets within your vehicle. All machines will have a hood over them 
and display a poster advertising that parking is free for that evening 

 Simply park your car in the highlighted car parks, any time after 5pm (and until 
00.30am) on the dates shown and enjoy all that Falmouth has to offer!    

 A full breakdown of Falmouth Christmas activity can be found on 
www.falmouth.co.uk  

 Keep an eye out for the Fathom magazine, delivered to every Falmouth household 
with a pull-out Christmas events poster 

 
Ends 
 
Notes to editors: 
 
About the Falmouth BID  
 
The Falmouth Business Improvement District (BID) is a not-for-profit company responsible 
for delivering a number of innovative projects that aim to improve the trading environment 
of Falmouth. It is business-led, with over 400 businesses being part of it, following extensive 
consultation, ballot and overwhelming ‘yes’ vote. Numerous initiatives have been delivered 
for the benefit of businesses and the area – destination marketing, new events and festivals, 
PR campaign, public realm improvements and business training programmes. The successful 
BID model has been adopted by more and more UK towns and cities with the number of 
BIDs standing at over 150.  
 
Falmouth BID initiatives that have taken place over the past 12 months: 
 

 A striking new in-town visitor signage project, the most comprehensive such project 
delivered in Cornwall 

 The BID funded official website for Falmouth www.falmouth.co.uk has passed the 1 
million unique visitor mark in under three years 

 Organised and funded the third early season Falmouth Spring Festival 

http://www.falmouth.co.uk/
http://www.falmouth.co.uk/


 Organised the second SPLASH creative Festival 
 
For more information about the Falmouth BID visit www.falmouth.co.uk/media  
 

http://www.falmouth.co.uk/media

