
Calm after the 
storm. The fleet 
prepares to sail. 
Circa 1891
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Continue the story of Falmouth’s waterfront at the Prince of Wales Pier [10 mins]

Prince of
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This area is rich in maritime 
history from the days of the 
Packet ship era when 
passengers, crew and 
illustrious Packet 
Commanders graced the 
waterfront. The houses look 
out over a stretch of water 
once called the “Kings Road” 
where Packet ships moored 
whilst awaiting mail, cargoes 
and passengers from London.
The opulent houses behind 
you on Dunstanville Terrace 
were built in the late 18th 
and early 19th century. 
Packet ship commanders, 
merchants and prominent 
businessmen occupied them. 

Directly across the water is Flushing, a pretty 
village with very strong ties to the Packet ships, 
as many Packet Captains have lived here. Just a 
few hundred yards upstream is the hamlet of 
Little Falmouth where Packet ships were built 
and repaired in the boatyards. The Post Office 
Packet Service was the catalyst to make 
Falmouth the international hub of 
communications for 160 years between Britain, 
its allies and colonies around the Atlantic rim 
and Mediterranean.

Welcome to the Greenbank
The Greenbank Hotel dating from 1785 is 
Falmouth’s oldest hotel. The former 
coaching inn, has welcomed many famous 
visitors including writers, yachtsmen and 
wealthy businessmen. Florence 
Nightingale stayed here.

The panoramic harbour views have 
inspired many writers and artists. Rat and 
Mole from Wind in the Willows began life 
in a series of letters written here by author 
Kenneth Grahame for his son in 1907.  

Today’s tranquil waterfront retreat is a 
world away from the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. Then Packet 
Commanders, VIP’s and sailors about to 
embark on adventures to foreign lands or 
returning home weary from a tough 
voyage frequented the Greenbank Hotel or 
”Packet terminus”. 
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Falmouth for Orders
The port’s unique trademark saying “Falmouth for Orders” 
is a term synonymous with the last great days of sail when 
ships laden with grain left Australia with instructions to 
proceed to Falmouth for orders. The port  witnessed the 
final epoch of sail in the 1930s. Ships today still have 
orders to proceed to Falmouth. Learn more about 
Falmouth at www.falmouth.co.uk.

Flushing
One of Flushing’s most 
famous inhabitants was 
Admiral Sir Edward 
Pellew, 1st Viscount 
Exmouth, a distinguished 
naval officer and national 
hero of the Napoleonic 
Wars who was closely 
associated with HMS 
Indefatigable. 

GREENBANK 
GARDENS
In front of you is the 
Greenbank Gardens 
occupied until 1914 by 
workshops belonging to 
builder William Olver and 
Sons. The company built 
St Anthony’s lighthouse in 
1834, Black Rock beacon 
and the Town Hall.

“There, sooner or later, the ships of all seafaring nations arrive; 
and there, at its destined hour, the ship of my choice will let go its 
anchor. I shall take my time, I shall tarry and bide, till at last the 
right one lies waiting for me, warped out into midstream, loaded low, 
her bowsprit pointing down harbour.” 
[Kenneth Grahame, AUTHOR 1859-1932]


