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HRH The Prince of Wales lays the foundation stone 
of the pier in July 1903. RCPS image.

Welcome to Prince of Wales Pier

From tiny hamlet to 
international port
Falmouth is a relatively modern town in Cornwall. 
Only Arwenack Manor, situated near to the present 
Maritime Museum, and a few fishermen’s cottages 
existed in the 16th century.

The arrival of Sir Walter Raleigh at Arwenack Manor 
in 1595 on his return from the Caribbean, proved to 
be a turning point in the port’s history. Raleigh 
suggested to Sir John Killigrew (3rd) that 
Falmouth’s assets would make it a town and port  
of national importance if facilities were provided  
for visiting ships and crews. 

The entrance to the Prince of Wales pier was once 
called Smithick Creek. The town was called Smithick 
or Penny-come-quick (Peny-cwm-cuic) which 
means "the head of the narrow valley. James I 
authorised the building of four inns at Smithick in 
1613 despite strong opposition from Penryn and 
Truro.
 
Charles II granted the Charter of Incorporation for 
the town in 1661 when it became Falmouth, a name 
used for the haven from the Middle Ages. To honour 
the King, in 1662 Sir Peter Killigrew (the Post) laid 
the foundation stone of ‘King Charles the Martyr’ 
church in memory of Charles I.

Image circa 1930. Credit: The Poly

Cutty Sark
The world famous clipper 
ship Cutty Sark was moored 
off Trefusis Point between 
1923 and 1938, serving as a 
training ship for boys, before 
relocating to Greenwich. 
Learn more about Falmouth 
at www.falmouth.co.uk.

Operation Chariot
The daring raid launched from Falmouth in 1942 to 
destroy a French dry-dock is described as the “Greatest 
Raid of All”. The Forme-Ecluse Louis – Joubert dock in St 
Nazaire was capable of docking the German battleships 
Bismarck and Tirpitz. Laden with high explosive HMS 
Campbeltown rammed the dock. The warship exploded 
putting it out of commission for the remainder of the 
war. Five Victoria Crosses were awarded for valour with 
169 men killed in the action. See nearby 
commemorative area.

Flying Enterprise
Captain Kurt Carlsen, master of 
the stricken cargo ship Flying 
Enterprise and Kenneth Dancy 
from the tug Turmoil landed at 
the pier in 1952. The world’s 
press had converged on Falmouth 
to record the epic two week 
battle to save the vessel which 
ultimately sank some 40 miles 
off Falmouth.

Built as an appendage to the existing 
Market Strand granite quay, the 
foundation stone for the pier was 
laid by the Prince of Wales, who 
later became King George V, on 20th 
July 1903. The Earl of Kimberley 
opened the pier in 1906. Falmouth 
finally had a new seaside attraction 
for visitors far different from the old 
working waterfront.  

Steam ferries at the pier circa 1910. 
David Barnicoat Collection.

“DEAR MOTHER, I AM DUE TO SAIL IN A FEW 
DAYS. THE CONTINENT IS IN A FINE STATE! AN 
INSURRECTION HAS BROKEN OUT AT PARIS, AND 
THE AUSTRIANS ARE BEATING BONAPARTE.” 
[LORD BYRON JUNE 22ND 1809, FALMOUTH]
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Continue the story of Falmouth’s waterfront at the Greenbank [10 mins]
Fish  Strand Quay [5 mins]


