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A HOLLYWOOD SEAL OF APPROVAL FOR FALMOUTH FILMING:  

MAKERS OF ‘WORLD WAR Z’ PAY TRIBUTE TO THE SOUTH CORNISH PORT TOWN  

 

Over £2.5m generated for the local economy…  

 

Officials from one of the world‟s largest film studios have praised Falmouth after the 

town hosted the filming of scenes for a major multi-million pound Hollywood 

production. Paramount Pictures spent two weeks at the start of August on location 

at Falmouth Docks as part of the making of apocalyptic zombie thriller World War Z – 

which stars Brad Pitt, Lost‟s Matthew Fox and several other high profile actors and 

actresses.  

 

Having been approached by Paramount less than two months prior to the shoot, the 

Falmouth Business Improvement District (BID), Falmouth Town Management, A&P 

(which operates Falmouth Docks), the harbour authorities and several other local 

organisations and businesses all worked together to ensure promotional, logistical, 

safety and security measures were in place to meet the tight production deadlines.  

 

The filming itself took place in and around the harbour and several hundred local 

people were involved as extras and assistants to the main crew. Based out of a 

temporary headquarters on the outskirts of Falmouth, the extras were transported 

onto set daily with the majority of them getting the chance to experience a behind-

the-scenes view of some of Hollywood‟s most prestigious industry figures at work, 

including Oscar-winning cinematographer Robert Richardson, whose credits include 

Kill Bill, Casino, JFK and Platoon and Director Marc Forster (Quantum of Solace and 

The Kite Runner). 

  

“The people in Falmouth and Cornwall were incredibly eager to get involved and 

we had a massive response to our calls for extras, helpers and additional crew 

members,” said Jeff Taylor, 2nd Assistant Director from Paramount Pictures.  

 

“There was a fantastic atmosphere and everyone was really positive despite some 

very long days - sometimes in less than perfect weather. We had no major security 

issues which was excellent and the filming went really well with many local people 

working side-by-side with our main actors and actresses. There was a real sense that 

people were proud to be hosting us and our ambitions and ideas were always met 

with a positive „can-do‟ attitude. It has been a real pleasure working here. We are 

very grateful for the support we received from the Falmouth Town and the BID 

Office, the harbour authorities, A&P and to the hundreds of people living locally who 

took part as crew, extras and helpers.” 

 

World War Z Producer Colin Wilson added: “It‟s been an ambitious shoot here and 

we couldn‟t have done it without the cooperation of A&P and the town of 

Falmouth.” 

 



 

 

 

 

According to official estimates, World War Z generated in excess of £2.5m for the 

local economy. 

 

Falmouth Business Improvement District Manager Richard Wilcox said: 

 

“Having Paramount Pictures choose Falmouth as a filming location for their big 

budget film, World War Z was absolutely fantastic. Once notified, we embraced the 

opportunity that it presented, helping to co-ordinate and promote the casting 

weekend and working closely with Paramount to ensure that operations ran as 

smoothly and efficiently as possible. The economic benefits were huge with local 

accommodation and transport providers, retailers, food and drink outlets, suppliers 

and services all benefitting. Futhermore, with Falmouth BID and Town Management 

helping to co-ordinate the promotional effort, it helped to raise Falmouth‟s profile 

enormously, both on a national and international level which can only be a good 

thing for the destination.”   

 

Falmouth Town Manager Richard Gates added:  

“The town really embraced the opportunity that presented itself when Paramount 

Pictures chose Falmouth as a filming location for World War Z. In only a matter of 

weeks we provided extensive operational and planning support in order to meet the 

needs of the tight filming schedule, the majority of which took place during Henri 

Lloyd Falmouth Week, Falmouth‟s largest annual event. It clearly serves to 

demonstrate that Falmouth has the capabilities and capacity to organise and liaise 

with global companies in a professional and proactive manner.”  
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Falmouth BID  

The Falmouth Business Improvement District (BID) is a not-for-profit company that is charged with 

delivering a number of unique projects that aim to improve the trading environment of Falmouth.  

A Business Improvement District (BID) is a flexible funding mechanism that improves and manages a 

clearly defined commercial area.  It is based on the principle of an additional levy on all defined 

ratepayers, following a majority vote.  Following a successful vote, the levy becomes mandatory for all 

defined ratepayers.  

All local businesses now pay an annual levy of 1% of their rateable value, which gives a figure of £100k 

per year for five years to fund activity designed to increase footfall in the town, with a particular focus 

on marketing activity. Richard Wilcox is the BID Manager who oversees and drives forward the 

programme along with a Board of Volunteer Directors: 

 

For more information about the Falmouth BID visit www.falmouth.co.uk/media  
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