
 

 

 

 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE - 17 NOVEMBER 2014 

 

 
Tall Ships deliver a multi-million pound economic 

boost  

 

The Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta 2014 provided an economic boost to 

the tune of £20.9 million in associated spend, with £10.5 million 

directly attributable to the event, says impact report.  

 

Over four days from 28 to 31 August the applauded event which is a finalist 

in the Large Event of the Year category in the UK Event Awards 2014, saw 

197,000 people pour into the Falmouth area and increase the turnover of 

local businesses by an average £10,000. The welcome influx in customers 

during the Regatta led 40% of businesses to extend their opening hours while 

almost half increased staff levels. Overall the regatta returned a healthy 

£25.89 of additional money into the Cornwall economy for every pound 

invested.  

 

The impact study was commissioned by the main delivery partner of the 

event, Visit Cornwall, and was conducted by The South West Research 

Company Ltd to evaluate the value of the event for Falmouth and wider 

Cornwall. Financially supported by the Falmouth Business Improvement 

District (BID) the survey is based on the results of over 1300 on-site, face-to-

face surveys with attendees to the regatta, a post-event online survey 

amongst regatta attendees and an online survey amongst local businesses 

based in Falmouth. 

 

And the report highlights that the event didn’t just make businesses smile. 

The Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta 2014 was the main reason for choosing to 

visit Cornwall for 66% of visitors and with satisfaction levels at an impressive 



4.73 out of 5, the event inspired 97% to visit Falmouth or other parts of 

Cornwall again.  

 

John Hick, Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta Chairman, comments: “Falmouth has 

done it again – in the spirit of cooperation and partnership we have delivered 

a truly outstanding event. There were huge crowds, beautiful weather, the 

most beautiful ships to look at and everybody was happy, but most 

importantly the event provided long-term benefits and a lasting legacy. It 

demonstrated Falmouth’s impressive strength for partnership and it is 

because of this that the event was the success that it was.”  

 

Falmouth Tall Ships Event Manager, Sam Groom, adds: “These results clearly 

highlight how well-organised events can deliver significant economic benefits 

and their importance to community wellbeing in terms of social outcomes. 

 

“Overall 89% of businesses felt that the regatta was of great importance to 

the image of Falmouth and with the total media coverage valued at over £2 

million, the event provided an unrivalled platform for showcasing Cornwall to 

the world.”  

 

Richard Wilcox, Falmouth BID Manager, continues: “Falmouth certainly knows 

how to lay on an event! The Falmouth BID were delighted to be an Official 

Partner with a key focus on funding the economic evaluation of the Regatta 

so that we could gain an in-depth understanding of how such activity benefits 

destinations and business - and the evidence is clear. I am very pleased that 

Falmouth’s businesses capitalised upon and subsequently benefitted from the 

event.”  

 

Councillor Julian German, Portfolio Holder for Economy and Culture, 

concludes: “The Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta is a powerful example of how 

Cornwall’s unique culture can be embraced to garner significant economic and 

social benefit. Cornwall’s culture of maritime heritage and community 

enterprise underpinned the event adding value to the future prosperity of 

Cornwall.” 

 

Economic impact highlights 



 

 197,000 attendees in total over the four days - 92,000 are estimated 

to be unique visitors to the event. 

 

 Total associated event spend is estimated at £20.9 million.  This is all 

spend connected to those attending the event and includes spend at 

the event for all visitor types and spend away from the event for 

staying visitors for their entire stay (including accommodation costs). 

 

 The total truly additional associated event spend is estimated at 

approximately £10.5 million.  This relates to the total number of 

attendees that were influenced to visit both Falmouth and Cornwall by 

the presence of the Tall Ships Regatta but also takes into account 

displacement and deadweight ie what would have happened anyway 

had the event not taken place. 

 

 The regatta overall returned a healthy £25.89 of additional money into 

the Cornwall economy for every pound invested which would not have 

occurred without the presence of the event.   

 

 Tall Ships was the main reason for choosing to visit Cornwall for 66% 

of visitors. 

 

 97% of all attendees indicated that they will visit Falmouth or other 

parts of Cornwall again in the future. 

 

 The Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta, Falmouth and Cornwall all received 

very high recommendation scores of between +72% and +84% on a 

measure that can range from -100% to +100%.  The highest 

recommendation score was for Cornwall (+84%). 

 

 Attendee satisfaction levels were very high, with overall enjoyment of 

visit rating 4.73 on a scale of 1-5. 

 

 72% of businesses said the overall impact of the regatta on their 

business has been very positive. 



 

 40% of businesses surveyed had extended their opening hours and 

47% indicated that they had increased their levels of staff during the 

regatta. 

 

 86% of businesses said their business turnover has been higher than 

normal.  The actual average value of the increase in turnover as a 

result of the regatta was estimated at £10,097.   

 

 Overall, 89% of businesses felt that the regatta was of great 

importance to the overall image of Falmouth. 

 

 Large Event of the Year finalist in the UK Event Awards 2014 – results 

announced 28 November 

 

 Total media coverage generated valued at £2,334,619 - national media 

highlights include front page coverage of the Ships leaving Falmouth in 

The Guardian and The Times, coverage in The Independent, the i and 

the Daily Mirror.  

 

 

ENDS 
 
Notes to editors 

 
The full Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta 2014 Evaluation Report accompanies this 
press release. 

 

The Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta was organised by the Festivals & Events 
Team at Visit Cornwall, a service of the Cornwall Development Company, 

in conjunction with Official Partners and Sponsors: 
 Cornwall Council  

 Falmouth Town Council and Falmouth Town Management 
 Falmouth Tall Ships Association 
 A&P Falmouth 

 Falmouth Harbour Commissioners 
 Falmouth Business Improvement District  

 Port Pendennis Marina  
 Cornwall Marine Network 
 National Maritime Museum Cornwall 

 Volunteer Cornwall 
 

 



Visit Cornwall / Cornwall Development Company   
 Visit Cornwall is a service of the Cornwall Development Company, 

Cornwall Council’s arms length economic development company.  
 Visit Cornwall undertakes destination marketing aimed at attracting 

first time visitors to Cornwall through appropriate promotions 
including targeted PR and through its award winning digital 
marketing.  

 Visit Cornwall coordinates, supports and promotes festivals and 
events across the county and on occasion delivers selected major 

events on behalf of Cornwall Council. 
 www.visitcornwall.com 

 

Principal Sponsor for Regatta activities in Falmouth: BT Cornwall 
BT Cornwall is the name for a new partnership between Cornwall Council, 

Peninsula Community Health and Cornwall Foundation Trust to bring these 
organisations closer together; improving public services, creating savings 
and jobs, and enabling people in Cornwall to monitor their own health and 

care through technology-led services. www.btcornwall.com 
 

BT Cornwall delivers a range of services on behalf of their public sector 
colleagues including IT support, Telehealth and Telecare, document 

management, invoice processing, payroll and employment support and 
improved information sharing.  
 

Event Sponsors for Regatta activities in Falmouth: 
Falmouth Hotel 

Watson Marlow 
Falmouth University 
Hine Downing 

Saga Cruises 
Midas 

Woodlands Generators 

For a full list of Event Partners and Event Supporters, please visit 
www.falmouthtallships.co.uk     

About Sail Training International (STI) 
The Falmouth to Royal Greenwich Regatta is organised by STI, the 

international voice of Sail Training, a registered charity (not-for-profit 
organisation), which has worldwide membership and activities. Its 
purpose is the development and education of young people through the 

Sail Training experience, regardless of nationality, culture, religion, 
gender or social background. It organises the annual Tall Ship Races and 

other international Tall Ship sailing events.  STI members are 29 national 
Sail Training organisations around the world and STI’s head office is in 
Gosport, Hampshire, UK www.sailtraininginternational.org 
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Images of the Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta 2014 can be downloaded from 
http://visitcornwall.isebox.net/media-library/falmouth-tall-ships-regatta-2014  
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Julia Hughes 

Visit Cornwall 
01872 322928 
julia.hughes@visitcornwall.com  
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