
DISCOVER
THE MOOR

This was once a marshy tract of land with a 

stream flowing into Smithick Creek, where the 

Prince of Wales Pier now stands. Following 

the completion of the waterfront, further 

development of the town could only be inland, 

so what became The Moor was drained and 

developed in the early 19th century. As a 

focal point of the town it is surrounded by 

many important buildings. These include the 

Passmore-Edwards municipal building containing 

the library and award winning Art Gallery, and 

the Methodist Church.

The 111 steps of Jacob’s Ladder 

leading off The Moor are named 

after local businessman Jacob 

Hamblen who commissioned 

the stairway to link some of his 

property in the terraces to his 

business premises in the town.

FALMOUTH 
FOR GARDENS

From sub-tropical 
hideaways to more 
formal areas, Falmouth 
has a fascinating variety 
of gardens and green 
spaces. Explore Queen 
Mary, Gyllyngdune, and 
Fox Rosehill Gardens or 
Kimberley Park: all are 
distinct, and each has its 
own story to tell.

Sir Elton John is a great 
admirer and collector of 
Falmouth artist Henry 
Scott Tuke (1858-1929). 
A large collection of 
Tuke’s paintings resides 
at Falmouth Art Gallery 
and The Poly.



The Moor, circa 1900
Credit: The Poly
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DISCOVER
THE HISTORIC 
WATERFRONT

Discovery Quay, or Events Square as it’s 

locally known, hosts a range of spectacular 

cultural events such as Falmouth Week, 

Falmouth Sea Shanty Festival and Falmouth 

Oyster Festival. The square also houses the 

multi award-winning National Maritime 

Museum Cornwall as well as a great mix of 

quality eating and drinking establishments 

and retail outlets.

FALMOUTH 
FOR HISTORY

Arwenack House & Manor 
(opposite) is the oldest building in 
Falmouth, originally built in 1385 
and then largely rebuilt around 
1567-1571 by Sir John Killigrew, 
the first Governor of Pendennis 
Castle. At that time it was 
described as ‘the finest and most 
costly house in the country’. It is 
now in private residential use and 
is not open to the public.

Many Cornish families have traditionally derived their livelihood from oyster dredging in the Carrick Roads. Falmouth working boats date back to the mid 19th Century. To preserve the ecology of the river system, sail power and hand-pulled dredges are used. This is the only oyster fishery in Europe where such traditional methods are enforced.

Credit: 
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DISCOVER
THE COAST

Gyllyngvase Beach, known locally as ‘Gylly’, is one 
of the most popular beaches in Cornwall with a 
wide arc of golden sand and inviting sea. It is a 
Blue Flag status beach which means that it meets 
strict criteria for cleanliness and excellence. The 
beach is linked via the South West Coast Path 
to Swanpool Beach and Nature Reserve in one 
direction and Castle Beach and Pendennis Point 
in the other. Falmouth town is only a 20 minute 
walk from here. 

‘Gylly’ has been and still is a social 

hub for the community and a magnet 

for visitors. Popular with paddlers 

and swimmers, joggers and walkers, 

snoozers and idlers, castle-builders, 

poets, writers and artists... just about 

everyone.

The railway arrived in Falmouth 
in 1863. Originally intended 
to take goods and fresh fish 
up to London, it led to a 
tourism boom with people 
travelling  to take advantage 
of Falmouth’s great beaches, 
coastline and sea air. 2013 
saw the 150th anniversary of 
the Maritime Line.

Falmouth is great for 
rockpooling. On a low tide do 
look out for spiny starfish, 
hermit crabs, anemones, and a 
host of other creatures. 
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