
 

 ‘There is no frigate like a book’ and indeed no 

festival like SPLASH 2013 

    

Quite possibly the most anticipated creative festival in Cornwall this year; the SPLASH 

Festival is a cornucopia of talent. Hugely respected literary figures, Sir Andrew Motion, 

Rick Stein and Ann Widdecombe will headline another world-class line-up as part of a 10-

day celebration of everything literature, art, exhibition and performance in Falmouth from 

13-22 September 2013. 

Celebrating Falmouth’s creative spirit, the festival will host an eclectic mix of events at 

quirky and original venues across the town. From seeing spots workshops and storytelling 

to clay making and book signings, Falmouth will be bursting with originality. 

SPLASH Literature kicks-off with a search for the young poet laureate of Falmouth.  Expert 

judges, Sir Andrew Motion, Charles Fox and Craig Green, will be wowed by the words of 

up-coming literary talent as part of ‘So you want to be a poet?’; one of many free events 

of the festival, at The Poly on Saturday 14th September from 11am.  

Also at The Poly that day, Sir Andrew Motion and celebrity chef Rick Stein will talk about 

their latest literary ventures followed by signings of their recent books. And from 

Parliament to Strictly, Ann Widdecombe will talk about her life both in and out of politics, 

followed by questions and a book signing for an ‘Illustrated Talk with Ann Widdecombe’ at 

The Poly on Wednesday 18th September. All book signing events are £10 each. 

SPLASH Exhibitions will host Drawing with Scissors by French painter, sculptor and 

designer, Henri Matisse. His vibrant works (on loan from The Touring Hayward Gallery) are 

celebrated for their extraordinary richness and luminosity of colour and will be at The Poly 

from Sat 14th September – Friday 11th October. Falmouth Art Gallery, recognised as one of 

the leading small art galleries in the country, will play host to some big name artists 

during the festival via the Merlin Art Auction 2013 featuring the work of Turner Prize 

nominee David Tremlette and also through Art Masters Lionel Miskin & Francis Hewlett an 

Exhibition who were responsible for introducing new ways of teaching that energised the 

Falmouth art scene in the 1960s and 70s. 



 

Falmouth will be an explosion of colour via the Pop-up Art in shops initiative that will see 

over a dozen original works in various outlets across the town and due to MURAL, in which 

a 50m section of wall at Falmouth Docks will be transformed over the coming months into 

a giant piece of artwork, both as part of the SPLASH Art element. And while you’re in 

town, expect to stumble across the odd performance poet and singer on a street corner! 

The 1930s established the maritime town of Falmouth as the holiday destination for 

international artists. Creatives flocked to the area, led by photographer and friend of 

Pablo Picasso, Lee Miller who produced some of the most powerful images seen over the 

past 100 years. Falmouth continues to be home to a uniquely vibrant culture, merging 

creative students, a diverse maritime heritage, quality independent boutiques and artisan 

food shops making it well placed to host an event that seeks to push creative boundaries.   

The library of independent book shops in Falmouth’s main thoroughfare is another draw, 

including Falmouth Bookseller, Beerwolf Books, Bookmark Falmouth and Browsers Book 

Shop, who offering is truly individual to the vibrant coastal town. 

Richard Wilcox, Falmouth Business Improvement District Manager says:  

 

“The success of the first SPLASH Festival in 2012 created waves of excitement for it to 

become a permanent festival in Falmouth’s diverse event calendar. SPLASH is another 

initiative from the Falmouth Business Improvement District which helps to drive significant 

footfall into the town and raises Falmouth’s profile whilst supporting BID businesses. Last 

year’s line-up included ex Children’s Laureate and Warhorse author Michael Morpurgo and 

this year, the town and festival is attracting the heavyweights of the literature and art 

world which continue to put Falmouth on the map as a creative destination of choice for 

the whole family.” 

Louise Connell, Director at Falmouth Art Gallery says:  

 

“This year’s SPLASH Festival is bigger and brighter than ever, with surprising street 

theatre, quirky exhibitions, ‘pop-up’ shop art, great literary events and a mix of 

entertainment to suit all tastes. There are lots happening at Falmouth Art Gallery, where 

all the events and activities are family friendly and free!” 

Ron Johns, Falmouth Bookseller added: 

“There are of course many festivals ...but there is only one original Falmouth and that’s 
our aim - to make our literary SPLASH events original and unique in style and content. Our 
headline event is by Sir Andrew Motion who will be choosing a junior poet laureate for the 
town, a free event for all! We have events which will delight, inspire, teach and make you 
laugh and most probably cry. I hope to see you there!” 
 

 



 

Join the creative throng of writers, artists and performers at the SPLASH Festival 2013 for 

a uniquely engaging experience. For more details about all of the events, visit 

www.falmouth.co.uk. 

ENDS 

Issued by Excess Energy Communications on behalf of Falmouth BID. For more 

information, please contact Daniele Cole, Daniele@excess-energy.co.uk or Laura 

Kotula, laura@excess-energy.co.uk, or 01637 852130. 

Notes to Editors: 

About Falmouth BID 

The Falmouth Business Improvement District (BID) is a not-for-profit company responsible 

for delivering a number of innovative projects that aim to improve the trading 

environment of Falmouth. It is business-led, with over 400 businesses being part of it, 

following extensive consultation, ballot and overwhelming ‘yes’ vote. Numerous initiatives 

have been delivered for the benefit of businesses and the area – destination marketing, 

new events and festivals, national PR campaign, public realm improvements and business 

training programmes. The successful BID model has been adopted by more and more UK 

towns and cities with the number of BIDs standing at over 150. For more info - 

www.falmouth.co.uk/media.   
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