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Cornwall Lib
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place as world
leader for sea

shanty festivals

Stirring sea shanties drew
thousands of visitors to a
Cornish port over the week-
end in what has become the
largest free maritime music
event in the world.

Some 29 acts performed
during Falmouth’s Interna-
tional Sea Shanty Festival in-
cluding groups from Germany,
Norway, Holland and France,
as well as Port Isaac’s Fish-
ermen’s Friends.

John Warren, former RNLI
coxswain Alan Barnes and
Phil Slater, all members the
shanty  group Falmouth
Shout, came up with the ori-

ginal idea for the festival,
sponsored by Truro-based
Skinner’'s Brewery.

“We are truly delighted,
though not wholly surprised,
with the amount of enthusi-
asm shown by the town to the
event, especially in these chal-
lenging economic times,” said
Mr Warren.
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“We have long believed we
had a winning combination of
a fantastic free festival that
also raises many thousands of
pounds for the RNLIL.”

Now in its ninth year, the
festival has raised more than
£25,000 for the charity.

Richard Wilcox, Falmouth

business improvement dis-

Singers take to the stage for the
International Sea Shanty Festival in
Falmouth. Left, two ‘old salts’ give
it their all

PICTURES: EMILY WHITFIELD-WICKS

trict manager, added: “We
have been delighted to once
again host the Sea Shanty
Festival which continues to
grow every year and has ce-
mented its place as the largest
free maritime music event in
the world.

“More than 29 acts, includ-
ing a 40-strong shanty group
from Norway and the now
worldfamous  Fisherman’s
Friends from Port Isaac, have
entertained crowds with rous-
ing song and an awesome at-
mosphere.

“The organisers are de-
lighted to have raised so much
money for the RNLI and we
are already looking forward to
next year.”
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. LAKE ISEQ ano e camonicavawtey

At 15 miles long, Lake Iseo is smaller than its more
famous neighbours but just as perfectly-formed! Nestling
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The treasures of Andalucia enjoy worldwide renown.
They come from far and wide to see Granada's Alhambra,
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CITIES OF ANDALUCIA

Seville’s Cathedral and the Alcazar, the Mezquita of
Cordoba and Picasso's museum in Malaga. Comparatively
few itineraries, though, allow enough time to sample the

amid the scenic mountains at the gorgeous northern end
of the lake is the resort of Lovere, from where you will
travel by boat and scenic railway to visit the UNESCO-

listed Val Camonica area, There is also a full day out on richness of Andalucian life.
the lake to visit Monte Isola, ‘Mountain Island’ which
towers 1400 feet above Iseo’s shimmering waters. The price includes:

+ Return direct flights from Exeter and Bristo!
+ Seven nights’ bed-and-breakfast accommodation (one
Malaga, four Seville and two Granada)
« Guided walking tours of Seville, Cordoba and the
Alhambra Palace Complex in Granada
- Entrances to the Mezquita in Cordoba, Seville- #
Cathedral, and the Alhambra :*
+ Services of a tour representative

The price includes:
3+ Retum direct flights from Bristol
= - Seven nights’ hali-board accommodation in a four-star
= hotelin Lovere
=+ Boat Trip down the lake, with time to explore Monte Isola
=« Full-day excursion by boat and rail to Edolo and to Capo di
3 Ponte, with entrance to the Naquane Archeological Park

- Services of a tour representative
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Songs and soup will
raise funds for charity

Fish chowder and sea
shanties will help raise
money for maritime charities
In two separate events.

On July 7, Cornish Sea
Shanty Group Stamp and Go
will perform at All Saints
Church in Brixham, South
Devon, as part of the town’s
Festival of the Sea. Tickets
cost £7.

On the evening tide on July
13, a Clam Chowder Cruise
will take place onboard the
historic ship Fairmile.
Tickets are priced at £10.
Both events have been
organised by Fishstock
Brixham and tickets can be
obtained from the
Fishermans Mission and at
the Quayside Hotel.

BY ANDY GREENWOOD
Chief Reporter

Cornwall Councill - still
smarting over the waste and
recycling fiasco earlier this
year — has been accused of
bungling another new system
which has delayed payments
to suppliers.

In April, rubbish and recyc-
ling piled up on some streets
in Cornwall as the early weeks
of Cory Environmental's
eight-year, £125 million con-
tract were dogged by prob-
lems.

Now Liberal Democrats at
county hall have condemned
the Tory-led authority, claim-
ing the “incompetent” intro-
ductions of a new payment
system had led to many local
suppliers being owed thou-
sands of pounds.

The council has moved to an
“enterprise resource plan-
ning” system for managing its
relationships with suppliers.

However, the Lib-Dems said
insufficient preparation for
the switch had resulted in
many payments being delayed
and local firms being left out
of pocket.

Numerous problems had
been reported to local coun-
cillors, the Lib-Dems said, in-
cluding contractors working
on the Caradon Hill Area Her-
itage Project being paid up to
five weeks late and rent pay-
ments to a local trust being
delayed.

Worst of all, Jeremy Rowe,
leader of the Lib-Dem group,
said foster carers had been
waiting weeks for their pay-
ments for looking after some
of the most vulnerable and
difficult children in Corn-
wall.

The system was overly bur-
eaucratic, he said, with coun-
cil departments having to get
60 page supplier application

council of
incompetence

forms filled out and approved
—~ even for some of the most
common and simplest pur-
chases.

“This is yet another ex-
ample of incompetent plan-
ning by the Conservative-led
council,” Councillor Rowe
said. “After the waste fiasco,
you would have thought that
the council had learned its
lesson, but it appears not.

“Local businesses are going
through a tough time with the
state of the economy. The last
thing they need is Cornwall
Council being late with their
payments.

“The delays to payments to
foster carers are particularly

“The last thing local
businesses need are
late council payments’

Councillor Jeremy Rowe

inexcusable. We should be
valuing people who care for
vulnerable children, not leav-
ing them out of pocket.”

A spokesman for Cornwall
Council admitted that there
had been problems and apo-
logised to those who had been
affected. “We are aware that
there have unfortunately been
issues with some suppliers not
receiving payment on time
and would like to apologise to
those affected for the incon-
venience caused by this delay.

“We have taken action to
address these issues and have
recruited additional tempor-
ary staff to process the backlog
of invoices that temporarily
built up. There are no longer
any ‘out of terms’ payments
outstanding to be paid by our
accounts payable team and are
confident that the issue is now
under control.”

LODGE HOLIDAY HOME FOR SALE

On a 5 Star, up-market & relaxing pet friendly park. Luxury on
park facilities incl: fishing, golf, horse riding, pools, spa & state of
the art gym. Open ALL YEAR and just 5 miles from South Devon
coast. Managed Sublet Packaqe available. Holiday sales income
IRO £25,000is achievable.

Price at £85,000 — other lodges available from £42,000,

Call: 01626 855242

Lights go off to save
cash and cut carbon

Controversial money-saving plans to turn off
street lights continue to be rolled out across
Devon.

Devon County Council will convert around
800 streetlights to part-night lighting in
residential areas in Sidmouth over the next
few months.

The on-going programme aims to reduce
costs and cut carbon emissions across the
county. But campaigners have warned that
personal safety could be compromised.

The conversion of lighting from all-night to
part-night operations is being carried out over
a five-year programme across Devon.

As part of the Sidmouth scheme, street lights
in all of the town'’s residential areas will be
switched off from around 12.30am to 5.30am.

It takes the total number of converted
residential street lights in Devon to more than
30,000.




