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LATE DEALS
Need to get away?
Grab a last-minute
bargain with our
great late deals...
BERLIN eDreams (0871 277 0709;
eDreams.co.uk) offers two nights at the
Arcotel John F hotel from £257pp (two
sharing). Includes flights from Bristol on
departure on March 11.
CANADA Titan (0800 988 5873;
www.titantravel.co.uk) offers the 11-day
Rocky Mountain Railtour, pictured,
itinerary, exploring the Canadian Rockies
and including two nights aboard the Rocky
Mountaineer, from £2,999pp - saving
£500pp. Includes Home Departure Service
and flights on August 31 or 14 September
14.
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Head south
for different
Duchy view

T

REE-LINED
creeks
and
temperate gardens are as
synonymous with Cornwall
as surfing and those clifftop
mining towers, but you have
to head south to find them.
In fact you can get happily lost in the
rolling countryside of the Roseland
Peninsula — a world away from packed
north coast hotspots like Newquay.
And Falmouth, just across the water
from the Roseland, is a great south
coast base.
The town is also very much a
destination in its own right. It is home
to the National Maritime Museum,

in association with
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HOLIDAY READS

Falmouth harbour and docks,
and, inset, the National
Museum Maritime.

The Narrow Bed by Sophie
Hannah. Hodder &
Stoughton, £14.99
The latest outing for what
must be the most off-beat
but likeable characters in
crime fiction – DC Simon
Waterhouse and his wife
Sergeant Charlie Zailer. As
usual with poet and
award-winning author
Sophie Hannah’s novels, the
whodunnit element of the
plot is a tiny fraction of what
makes this a superb read.
It’s not just that all the characters, who feature in the
TV adaptation Case Sensitive, are beautifully drawn,
it’s the subtle humour running through, from first page
to unusual sign-off. Deeply satisfying and somehow
life-affirming, it leaves you longing for your next fix of
Waterhouse and Zailer.
9/10

Diverse and full of character, Falmouth is
much more than a deep harbour, writes
RICHARD YOULE on a return to his old
stomping ground in Cornwall.
celebrating the world’s third-largest
naturally dredged deepwater harbour
(after Rio de Janeiro and Sydney) and
Falmouth’s founding role in the packett
ships of old.
The museum has a replica of the
interior of a lighthouse — apparently

ATLANTIC COAST P&O Cruises has a 7
night Atlantic coast cruise on Azura (A607)
from £499 per person. Departing April 1,
2016, the price includes round the clock
kids' clubs, full board meals and
entertainment on board. Departing from
and returning to Southampton, ports of
call include Guernsey, La Coruna, Bilbao
and La Rochelle. To book, visit
www.pocruises.com, call 0843 373 0111
or visit your local travel agent.
http://www.pocruises.com/a607/
BARCELONA Cheapflights.co.uk offers
two nights at the four-star Senator
Barcelona Spa Hotel from £79pp. Flights
from Stansted on March 7.
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STAY AT:

Falmouth Hotel, Castle Beach, Falmouth
(www.falmouthhotel.com). Single rooms
are from £76 per night and doubles are
from £89, including breakfast.

DON’T MISS:
The Star & Garter pub, High Street,
Falmouth (starandgarterfalmouth.co.uk)

SAIL WITH:
Ferries linking Falmouth to St Mawes
and the Roseland Peninsula are run
throughout the year by Fal River Links
(www.falriver.co.uk)

knitting and crafts were favoured
pastimes of its occupants — and an
ongoing Viking voyager display,
complete with a replica boat.
From a viewing platform at the top
you can look towards Carrick Roads, an
inland body of water which held Allied
troops and support ships before the
D-Day invasion.
As a former reporter in the Cornwall
parish, the museum also brought back
memories of welcoming sailor Ellen
MacArthur home at the end of her
record-breaking
round-the-world
adventure in 2005. Vague recollections
of a horrendously early start that day
are springing to mind.
A short ferry ride from Falmouth
takes you to St Mawes, a plush and
picturesque village at the toe end of the
Roseland. Or you can sail further up
Carrick Roads towards the county’s
capital, Truro.
Falmouth has a couple of decent
swimming beaches, Gyllyngvase and
Swanpool, but while I stayed in the
seafront
Victorian
chateau-style
Falmouth Hotel it blew a gale for two

days. The hotel and its gardens,
nevertheless, have a stunning view
south over Castle Beach and beyond,
flanked on the left by Pendennis
Castle.
The town itself has a thriving
university and a brilliant mix of
independent
shops,
pubs
and
restaurants.
Monday night is brisket and blues
night at the Star & Garter, which
overlooks the harbour. Both elements

of this combination were a pleasure, and the
owners Elliot and Becca Thompson were at
pains to make you feel welcome, particularly as
the weather outside had degenerated into
monsoon mode.
A few miles to the west of Falmouth is the
harbour town of Porthleven, another seaside
spot ingrained in my consciousness after seeing
photos of the seafront being swamped by waves
in a ferocious storm in 1990.
Utterly exposed to the Atlantic, Porthleven is
frequently under siege, and I managed to get

soaked by the spray of a breaking wave despite
being around 30ft up on the road above. A pint at
the Atlantic Inn, clasped standing next to the fire
while listening to a bearded fellow in a
sou’wester talk to himself, was a big tonic.
Towns in Cornwall sound and feel distinct,
but the distances between them are not great.
You could easily spend a week in Falmouth
exploring creeks, villages and attractions such as
Trebah Trelissick and Lamorran gardens, while
Penzance and St Ives are less than 30 miles away.
Golfing options are also pretty plentiful.

After a visit to Truro on my final day, and
clutching a pasty for the road, it was time to
point my car east and get blown back up the
A30.
Heading out of the county I stopped off south
of Bodmin at Lanhydrock — a country house I’d
always wanted to check out after playing a
cricket match, featuring possibly the best cream
tea I’ve ever had, on the estate.
Cornwall has such a lot to offer, in all seasons,
and Falmouth is a superb place from which to
explore.

Thomas And Mary: A Love
Story by Tim Parks. Harvill
Secker, £16.99
Tim Parks’s love story in
reverse begins bluntly with
its central characters
establishing their separate
routines and contrasting
views on marriage. Its
fragmented style offers a
wider context on marriage,
which is generally engaging.
But largely you are left
wondering who is narrating from one moment to the
next and as a result though witty and pleasantly
asymmetric, Thomas And Mary never really gets off
the ground in the way you want it to.
5/10
Superhero Street by Phil
Earle (illustrated by Sara
Ogilvie) . Orion Children’s
Books, £6.99
When Mouse and his mum
accidentally foil a jewel
heist by Ernie D‘astardly
and his sister Esther, they
become local heroes, but
Esther, who escapes from
the scene of the crime, has
an evil plan to infiltrate the
Z-list and reclaim a
precious diamond that
landed in the triplets’
change bag. Last year’s Demolition Dad, about Jake’s
dad George who’s a secret wrestler, won wide praise
– and Mouse lives just up the road from Jake on
Storey Street. Fabulous fun.
7/10

Short Breaks
Cornish Cruise & Cream

days from

Departing on 1 April 2016

per person

We’ve cherry picked some of the best highlights of Cornwall for you to enjoy on
this relaxing break.

£289

4

days from

£249
per person
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Prices Includes:
• Private coach travel from your local area
• Three nights’ stay with three course evening meal & cooked breakfast
• River Fal Cruise from Truro to Falmouth

The quaint cities of Bruges and Ghent are ﬁlled with cobbled streets and
winding canals, and being home to some of the best chocolatiers in the world
it, Easter is a great time to visit. So join our escorted break for a few days
sightseeing and relaxing, along with a little self-indulgence.

Prices Includes:
• Private coach travel from your local area
• Three nights’ stay with continental breakfast

• Free time in Falmouth
• Journey on Bodmin & Wenford Steam Railway with cream tea
• Plymouth Sound scenic cruise

Quote WK

Departing on 25 March 2016

• Return ferry crossing from Dover to Calais

• Visit to Trelissick Gardens & Padstow

Call us on 0330 134 4218

Easter in Bruges

• Visits to Ghent & Bruges
• Services of our Tour Manager

or visit us www.wk.diamondhols.co.uk

Calls cost 5ppm from a BT landline. You may also be charged a connection fee. Mobile and other providers’ charges may vary. Prices are from, per person, based on two people sharing, are applicable to selected departure dates and may have been rounded up or down to the nearest pound. Any applicable discounts have already been deducted. These
holidays and included excursions are subject to availability. Single rooms and regional departures are also subject to availability and a supplement may apply. Prices and holidays are subject to availability and change, some holidays are subject to minimum passenger numbers. Terms and conditions apply. Holidays are operated by various suppliers
which are ABTA and/or ATOL bonded where applicable. These suppliers are independent of Local World. When you respond, the holiday supplier and Local World may contact you with offers/services that may be of interest. Please give your mobile or email details if you wish to receive such offers by SMS or email. We will not give your details to other
companies without your permission.

Rail Holidays
4

days from

£328
per person

Rail travel
included from
Cardiff, Swansea
or Newport

Medieval Bruges by Eurostar

Departing April - November 2016

days from

Travel in comfort aboard Eurostar and stay in the heart of beautiful Bruges!
• Return rail travel from Cardiff, Swansea or Newport to London
• Return Eurostar from London to Lille
• Coach transfers
• Three nights’ bed & breakfast in central Bruges
• Walking tour of Bruges
• Visits to Ypres, Tyne Cot Cemetery & a Bruges chocolate shop

Call us on 0330 134 4341

Quote WK

£449
per person

Prices Includes:

• Services of our Tour Manager

4

Rail travel
from your
local area for
£49

Spring Gardens of Keukenhof
& Floralia
Departing on 15 April 2016

Visit two of Europe’s most spectacular ﬂoral displays.

Prices Includes:
• Return Eurostar from London to Brussels
• Connecting rail journeys
• Three nights’ bed and breakfast in Breda or Roosendaal
• Visit to Keukenhof Gardens
• Visit to Floralia at Château de Grand-Bigard
• Visits to Amsterdam, Brussels and Antwerp

or visit us www.diamondrailholidays.co.uk

Calls cost 5ppm from a BT landline. You may also be charged a connection fee. Mobile and other providers’ charges may vary. Prices are from, per person, based on two people sharing, are applicable to selected departure dates and may have been rounded up or down to the nearest pound. Any applicable discounts have already been deducted. These
holidays and included excursions are subject to availability. Single rooms and regional departures are also subject to availability and a supplement may apply. Prices and holidays are subject to availability and change, some holidays are subject to minimum passenger numbers. Terms and conditions apply. Holidays are operated by various suppliers
which are ABTA and/or ATOL bonded where applicable. These suppliers are independent of Local World. When you respond, the holiday supplier and Local World may contact you with offers/services that may be of interest. Please give your mobile or email details if you wish to receive such offers by SMS or email. We will not give your details to other
companies without your permission.

