
DUSTBINS AT DAWN! 

It is important that recycling and domestic refuse is put on bin day so that it can be taken away. 
Problems occur, however, when bins, bags and recycling boxes are either put out early or, worse, 
left out all the time. 
 
Why this is a problem? If rubbish is not stored securely, is put out too early for collection, or 
if bins and refuse & recycling bags are left out permanently, they can be attacked by 
scavenging animals and birds and attract passers-by to fill them with loose waste, take-way 
wrappings and left overs, and bags of dog excrement etc.  Accumulating refuse can then be 
scattered across the street, or blown around by the wind.  This makes our streets look 
untidy, creates unpleasant smells, encourages vermin and affects how people feel about and 
see the area they live in or visit.  It is also against the law and offences lead to on the spot 
fines or prosecution! 

Can I store my empty bins and sacks on the street or in the services lanes between collections?  No. 
Bins and sacks must be stored on your own property and only put out collection day 
because, apart from problems already mentioned, they can also:  

• obstruct the path for people with wheelchairs, mobility scooters and prams 
§ present danger for people with impaired vision or mobility problems  
§ encourage vandalism, litter, fly-tipping and arson  
§ get blown in the wind and damage vehicles or other property  
§ make it difficult to keep the streets and services lanes clean. 

You must keep your bins and sacks on your property and only move them onto the street on 
the morning of your collection day (check this at www.cornwall.gov.uk/my-area) . If you 
can’t put them out on the morning of collection, you may put them out the night before – 
but only after dark.  But, while this helps contain early-morning gull activity, it remains an 
overnight attraction for vermin and cats which can easily breach them, making life easier for 
the gulls the next morning!  After collection, your empty bins and bags must be moved back 
to your property as soon as possible. 

Can I report people who regularly leave their bins out or store them on the street?  Yes. If bins or sacks 
are regularly being left out or stored on the street, other than on the scheduled collection 
day , this can be reported at  www.cornwall.gov.uk/report-it or by ‘phoning 0300 1234 100. 

 

 

 


